Accompanied by Boots and Spurs and a young
Afghan nobleman named Fern Ahmed Khan, "we
next set out to see something of this brooding
city of suspicion, which., next to Lhasa in Tibet,
and Mecca and Medina in Holy Arabia, is the
least-known city in the world.

Like the origin of Kandahar and Herat, two
other important Afghan cities, that of Kabul is
lost in the mists of antiquity. The word "Kabul"
means sheepfold, and no doubt the city was that
and nothing more at one time. It may have
survived many different civilizations, like Balkh,
the deserted and ruined metropolis of northern
Afghanistan. Archaeologists have long yearned
to explore this region, "a corridor through which
the world has passed". Under a recent agree-
ment, the archaeologists of France have been
granted the exclusive monopoly of excavating in
Afghanistan for a period of thirty years. Their
researches no doubt will throw light on historical
facts that have hitherto remained concealed.

The city lies in the midst of a fertile valley at
an altitude of six thousand seven hundred feet,
about a thousand feet higher than Denver. Its
circumference is not over six miles. It is the
only city in the country that is not entirely shut
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